
Comments from 
La Presidenta  

 
 
Hola Los Miembros 
 
I am writing this the day after our 
Christmas Party, which I am delighted to 
report was a great evening. 
Camping Restaurant did us proud - they 
worked very hard to ensure we were 
happy and everything was the way we 
wanted it. So, a lot of hard work by the 
Social Committee and the restaurant, 
was well worth all the effort. 
Many of us are going back to the UK for 
the Christmas and New Year festivities, 
so I hope the weather there is crisp, dry 
and even. For those of you staying here, 
hopefully, the sun will shine. 
 
Happy New Year to you all!! 
 
Moira 
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                                      Forthcoming Events 
 
 
Jan 28th   Trip to Rincon Caves. Depart Bar Ortigosa 10.30 for a 
45 min guided tour, buffet lunch at Rincon. Return to Chiringuito 
Antonio for fun quiz. Members 22� . Non-members 25� . 
 
Feb 7th   Members Meeting - Musical Evening at Camping 
Restaurant 7 for 7.30. 
 
Feb 22nd   Trip to Guadix. Includes lunch and entrance to cave 
houses, museum and cathedral. Members 25 � . Non- members 30 �  
 
Mar 7th   Members Meeting - Drama Group Medley. Camping 
Restaurant 7 for 7.30. 
 
Apr 5th  Annual General Meeting at Camping Restaurant 7 for 7.30 
 
Apr 24th - 28th  3 days visit to Madrid including local visits to 
places of interest & then on to Toledo for further 2 days. Full board 
accommodation. Return on Apr 28th. Members 270� . Non-
members 290� . 50�  deposit per person on booking. 
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Age Activated Attention Deficit Disorder. 
 

Just in case you all thought you were going mad..... 
 
I went to the doctor yesterday and have now been diagnosed with Age Activated Attention Deficit 
Disorder. What’s that, you may ask. Let me tell you. 
 
I need to wash the car. As I start towards the garage, I notice there’s a pile of letters on the hall table. I decide I should 
go through them before washing the car. I put the keys down on the table and put the junk mail in the bin, which I notice 
is now full. I decide to put the bills on the table and take out the bin. But then,  I think, since I’ll be near the post box 
when I take out the bin, I might as well pay the bills first. 
 
I take my cheque book off the table and see there’s only one left, so I go to the desk in the study where I find a bottle of 
Coke I had been drinking. I am about to start looking for a new cheque book, when I realise the Coke is warm and I 
decide to put it in the fridge. As I head towards the kitchen, a vase of flowers catches my eye - they need water.  As I put 
the Coke down on the sideboard, I notice my glasses, which I’ve been looking for all morning. I think I had better take 
them back to my desk, but first, I must water the flowers. As I fill a jug with water, I spot the TV remote on the kitchen 
table. Tonight, when we go to watch TV, we will be looking for that, so I decide to take it back to the TV room. But first, I 
must water the flowers. I splash some water on them, but some spills on the floor. I put the remote down to wipe up the 
spill. 
 
Then I head back down the hall, trying to remember what I was planning to do. Now it’s the end of the day, the car isn’t 
washed, the bills aren’t paid, there’s a warm Coke on the sideboard, the flowers aren’t watered, there’s only one cheque 
in my cheque book, I can’t find the remote or my glasses and don’t know where I put the car keys. I try to work out why 
nothing got done today, and I’m baffled, because I’ve been so busy and now I'm really tired. I realise this is a problem 
and I’ll try to get some help.  But first, I’ll check my emails......    Jenny Woodhead 
 

         
 
 

    Yet More on Inheritance Tax 
Lady Penelope got a bit flustered about all this inheritance tax stuff, so I though I had better 
find out a bit more. I bought a copy of “You and The Law in Spain”  This excellent book 
provides a wealth of detail on what we should expect from the authorities when we come to live 
here. It covers buying/selling and building homes, lettings, taxes (property, income, wealth, 

capital gains and inheritance), wills, legal advisors, your community, town hall, employment and vehicles.  It’s well worth 
having a copy on your bookshelf for future reference. 
The book covers most of the common points about Inheritance Tax (IHT), it’s extent, allowances, residents and non-
residents, regional differences and explains some of the methods used for avoidance (legal) and evasion (illegal).  
Summarising the main points about IHT from the book. It must be paid by each inheritor, who gets a basic allowance of 

� 16,000. Children, and other relatives get different allowances. It’s calculated on a graduated 
scale (Table A), of the world-wide assets (residents) or Spanish assets (non-residents). If 
there is no will, the surviving children become the inheritors, before a spouse, although a 
spouse has the right to remain in the house. Any Will must be registered in Spain to be 
recognised. Residents in Andalucia get a 99.9% exemption, on the first � 120,000 of an 
inheritance, provided the inheritor has been resident, and in the house, for 3 years and does 
not sell within 10 years. Non-residents are not eligible for that allowance. If you have a debt 
(say a mortgage), that counts as a reduction of your assets. For a couple who jointly own their 
assets, when one dies, the 
other inherits their half, and 
has to pay the tax on that half 
(less the allowances). It must 
be paid within 6 months. 
Because or the ‘debt’ 
provision above, it looks like 
you can’t raise a mortgage on 
the property you are to inherit. 
Hacienda have a good 
knowledge of current property 
prices, and will expect tax on 
the current market value of the 
house, not necessarily the 
Catastral value.      
                                Parker 
 

Tax Base  
�  

Tax      
�  

Marginal 
% 

0 0 7.65 

7993 611 8.50 

15980 1290 9.35 

23968 2037 10.20 

31955 2852 11.05 

Example:  For a couple who jointly 
own a house, who are non-
residents or the survivor wishes to 
sell up after the death of a spouse.  
Say your house is your only real 
asset, and it’s worth  � 300,000.  
Half of that is inherited by the 
surviving spouse, � 150,000. You 
get an allowance of � 16,000, 
leaving � 134,000 as taxable. Look 
up Table A to find the tax on the 
first � 119757 = � 15,606. The 
remainder, up to � 134,000, (that’s 
� 14,243), is taxed at 18.7% = 
� 2,663. Add those two together, 
� 15,606+� 2,663 = � 18,269. 
  
(The % column in the table is the 
% of the inheritance that has to be 
paid by the spouse.) 

House IHT % 

� 100K � 3077 6 

� 200K � 9831 10 

� 300K � 18269 12 
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This is the time to look at the constellation of 
Orion , one of the most familiar sights in the 
night sky. Supposed to represent a hunter 
defying the bull ‘Taurus’, The four stars which 
make up its corners are really easy to identify. 
Betelgeuse  at the 'top left' is a huge red giant 
of a star in the last stages of it's life, clearly 
pinkish to the naked eye.  It’s so big that, 
despite being so far away, the space 
telescope has been able to make out it’s disk. 
Rigel,  at the opposite corner, is a massive 
blue star,  the second most luminous star you 
can readily see, (nearby Sirius  appears to be 
brighter, but it’s a lot closer to us). Across the 
middle of Orion is the famous 'Bel t', and 
hanging below that  the fainter 'Sword'. At the 
end of the  'sword' is the Orion Nebula . 
Spectacular in a small 
telescope, it is a vast cloud 
of dust and gas, lit up by 
the light from newly born 
stars embedded within it. 

Planets for 1 Feb  
    rises  sets  

Mercury    19:00 
Venus  not visible   
Mars   02:50  
Jupiter  02:14 
Saturn  18:12  08:09 
Uranus    20:52�
Sun   08:15  18:45 

Moon 
 
3rd Qtr           22 
Jan  
 
New           29 
Jan  
 
1st Qtr    5 

�����Richard Flower 

All times are civil time, for our 
location,  
34deg 54m  N.   4deg 8m W. 

Postal difficulties  by Don Norris. 
 

“Many of you will have had a letter from  Jose M Rosen 
Martinez, Jefe de Logistica y Distribucion Correos (Head 
of Distribution at the Post Office). He is asking you to 
ensure that you give your correct address” (to those who 
would write to you ) , ie: Hospital Appointments. 
This Tuesday (12 December), we had letters for four  
Hospital appointments, all for different people, put in our 
letterbox. The fact that our box has our name painted on it, 
made no difference to the postman. All of these letters were 
addressed incorrectly. The addresses given were Puente 
Zalia, Puente don Manuel  & Venta Baja. Three different 
addresses and only one could have been correct. I do object 
when the postman expects me to do his job. When we 
complained at the PO in Vinuela, he gave us a complaints 
form to complete. That would have been a waste of time. 
We complained some time ago in Velez Malaga. We were 
told that as we lived in the Campo, what else could we 
expect.” 

 I know some of you have not been getting your newsletters through the post. If you call or email me I can easily check that we really 
do have your address on file, although we rely on you to give us the correct address.  
I think the most important bit here is to ensure the addresses we are all using are in the correct form for the Correos staff to 
understand. European addresses often look unfamiliar to British eyes,  with numbers in different places. If the local postman has a 
load of incorrectly addressed letters, all to Brits, it’s no surprise if he gives them to someone (good old Don) who can ‘translate’ them 
for him. It’s either that or he throws them away or worse - takes them back to the post office.  
So, how do we find out what our address is supposed to be?  That’s the real challenge. Does anyone know? After that we just have to 
hope for the best, or get a PO box number and collect the post ourselves.                                                                  Richard Flower 

 A Vulture boards the aeroplane with two dead racoons. The steward 
tells him “Sorry, sir, only one carrion per passenger”. 
 
New - Viagra eyedrops. To make you look really hard. 
 
One hydrogen atom says to the other, “I think I’ve lost an electron”, 
the other says “Are you positive?” 
 
Why are men like high heels? They are difficult to  
walk on at first, but you soon get the hang of it. 
 
“You look lovely tonight”  he said, “It must have taken you ages”. 
 
If you want to drive your wife crazy, don’t talk in your sleep, just 
smile. 
 
The best way to get your husband to do something, is to suggest he’s 
too old to do it.  
 
They make a fastidious couple.  She’s fast and he’s hideous 



Across 
 
1. Goddess of love (5) 
3. Revoke (7) 
7. Floor show (7) 
9. Oversight (5) 
10. Last letter of the Greek    
 alphabet (5) 
11. Rising warm air current 
 (7) 
13. Symbol of disgrace or 
 infamy (6) 
14. Sour (6) 
18. Inscrutable (7) 
20. Type of snake (5) 
21. Photo book (5) 
23. Luxurious (7) 
24. Commotion (7) 
25. Restorative (5) 
 

 Down 
 
1. Asinine (7) 
2. Satire (7) 
3. Turn on an axis (6) 
4. Unguent (5) 
5. Mischievous fairy (3) 
6. Live (5) 
8. Transience (7) 
12. Gruesome (7) 
15. Explanation (7) 
16. Forceful and extreme 
 (7) 
17. Educational institution 
 (6) 
18. Intone (5) 
19. Musical speed (5) 
22. Saloon (3) 

answers to last month’s 
puzzles 

SUDOKU 
Fill in the 9  x  9 grid, broken down into 9 
mini-grids, so that the numbers from 1 to 9 
fill each row, column and mini-grid without 
repetition. 

To the committee and Members of the El Valle Asociacion. 
 
Many thanks for all your good wishes for a speedy recovery from my recent illness. I would also like to thank the 
Asociación for the gift of chocolates for myself and flowers for Sandra. Because I could see the flowers, Sandra 
had to help me with the chocolates. Many Thanks again. 

Sandra & Les Bowman. 


