Having checked the start point for Julys’ walk ¢lfé necessary to describe it in more detail thaumal, start time is at 6pm. Those of you who
did the walk on 14th February will know part of tagproach!

Take the MA-4104 (Alcaucin road) from Puente DonnMel; at the 3km marker post turn right and you sék the Muebles Las Nogueras
furniture factory in front of you. Take the tarmemAcrete track that goes to the left of the facaorg follow it up the hill (the one that you
walked in February!). In 900 metres you will corneatsharp right hand bend with a sign directlyramf of you (“Yo Voy"), turn right and
follow the track up towards the quarry. In a furtB®0 metres ignore the track that turns left tasakicaucin and continue straight on past
the quarry. The track now becomes a dirt trackheee of you with cars may wish to park up at tireifure factory and flag down one of us

in a 4x4 - I'll leave it to you! Continue up the ¢kato the ridge (a further 900 metres) and you sékk two large communication towers to your
left and a sign on the road saying “Carril de AléaucCanillas cortado por obras”. This is the stgrpoint for the walk.

Any questions, speak to Terry or Jane on 697 589 14

The excitement may have been during the first wafdlast month but this month all the action seembadve happened in the last week.
Mind you, circumstances probably dictated as mulirty returned to England for two weeks to arraaige attend my father’s funeral.

From a very quiet and muted start, this last wedWay has thrown up all sorts of birds and beernejaisurprise for me. It also helped that
| was able to take two guests from “Birding Pal” foday’s bird-watching which included some of mydarite sites; the Guadalhorce river

mouth, Fuente de Piedra and the El Chorro gorged wewere not to be disappointed. Indeed, asudtrethe journey we took between

the last two, | can now add a further site and satggl route for those of you who like to explore meighbouring countryside with an al-

most guaranteed close view of Flamingos, AvocetsBlack-winged Stilts. Yes, if you are a photograplit is even possible to park your

car and focus your camera without needing to etretch your legs. However, the “pool” is such thati can get great shots from the track
(former road) with plenty of time to set up tripofteme, make a cup of tea, etc! More about tités within an hour from home, later.

Looking back at the last month, whilst | only sagwenty-nine species in the fortnight or
that | was here | did see a further thirty-one gmback in the UK, mainly as a result of a vi
to Rutland Water which is very close to the litieuse that we still have in Stamford. | ev
managed to see one of the breeding pairs of Osprieigh is more than | can say for my vis
to the Guadalhorce river in Malaga. As usual, sthdriving down to Southampton, | saw o
of the resident Red Kites but, apart from the wapercies at Rutland Water, the main sightinfs
were the common birds that | very rarely, if evae out here; Starling (not to be confusg¢d
with our version, the Spotless Starling), Pied VdagDunnock, loads of Wood Pigeons a
Magpies and the other small birds that we takeyfanted in Britain.

Barn Swallow

Back in our little corner of Spain, most of the suenmisitors and resident birds have now produceidt first/only clutch of young and we
are beginning to see some of the juveniles forafindood. Perhaps, if you have a pool, the mowresting are the young Swallows when
they make their first attempt at a taking a drirgit quietly and watch the young overshoot, notlgetenough or, worse still, skim in too
low! This week | have watched young Swallows migtitheir skim and end up struggling off the watesit on the pool edge whilst they
dry out. Goodness knows how they are going toaémpheir wet clothes to Mum and Dad; look at titweible we had with our kids — or
even ourselves even more years ago! Then agdikeifne you use a pool cover from late afternoorarly evening, it is fascinating to
watch the young Swallows learning that a pool ofewin the afternoon may not be a pool of watahmevening! Who knows, perhaps we
will end up with a new breed of “Parrot-billed Sweals” should the learning process be on the slalg!si

On visiting the salt pans at Fuente de Piedra,sl iwmemediately informed that all the Flamingos heftt Inot a bird to be seen. Certainly, the
lake was as low as | had ever seen it and therédvwmmuno breeding records this year. How differfemin visits very early in the year when

the levels were perfect for breeding and the conseiof opinion was that it would be an exceptigngthod year, water levels would be
ideal from February and thousands of young woulgroeluced. However, on setting up the scope it 8epn became clear that not all the
Flamingo had deserted the lake. On the left hawatlaavs we could see anything up to a couple ofdneah individuals. These individuals,

also visible with binoculars, seemed very palehia heat and shimmering sandbar just off the graedgg with almost no sign of the pink
colouring that is normally associated with the abuids.

But the low water level was not to everyone’s disadsge as there were large flocks of waders oadges feeding in the damp, salty sand.
Mainly Little Ringed Plovers but also Redshank, Bladkged Stilts and Avocets.

=

shingle islands. Here there were very good vieasifthe hide of breeding Avo-

cets and Black-winged Stilts plus Ringed and Littlageid Plovers. | think it may
';,«--"" be a good breeding year for the Avocets. Alsanflyover the pool was a Black
N\

N

Tern with feeding Sandwich Terns and a pair of Comrfiern on one of the is-
lands. Quite a day for Terns as we were to seeskhed Terns on the small pool

: The small pool behind the original reception buiglhas had its water level main-
\ tained by closing off the outlet streams to crgeadect breeding habitats of small,
1 { on the Campillos road.

Avocet
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The earlier visit to the Guadalhorce producedraté¢ Plovers and a range of waders including bottaBd
Black-tailed Godwits, Redshank, Ruff, Knot, Dunlinypla and Curlew Sandpipers. Only a solitary Heron
and no Cormorants but the rare White-headed Duekierthemselves known, as did the screaming Monk
Parakeets that breed in the tall trees betweerivikieand residential apartments. Just a couplatté

Egrets and we had to wait until Fuente, as abavset the Little Grebe (Dabchick). Finally, at émal of

the day having travelled over to El Chorro, seeif8jek Kite, we got our good views of both Grifforul
ture and Chough.

There was still time to pay a late visit to the Yede Zafarraya before the month’s end and | wasonioe
disappointed. It was almost as if the regularg, @hers, had conspired to make sure that they seme! Griffon Vulture

Chough, Black Wheatear, Black Redstart, Blue Rock ThrGsag Martin and Stonechat made themselves cleso@s as | arrived and
then, on the return walk to the car from the taldiwvay tunnel, very good views of both Rock Sparavd Rock Buntings; what could be
better? Well, driving across the fertile plainttke woods and back, clear views of Hoopoe, Jayréminged Magpies and a Mistle
Thrush.

And so the month ended; fewer species than usudy but what a selection.

Finally, not so much a site to visit but more ansceoute to enjoy in your area with a chance ® lseautiful birds close up and do a little
site-seeing shopping as well. Allow yourselved hatlay, more if you want to extend any part of itiveerary and, as always, try and
avoid the week-end with mornings the preferred tiroen the sun and shade point of view.

Assuming that you are not going to start with at¥s El Torcal, travel by motorway from CasabermigjaAntequera and take the Seville
junction on arrival. Soon after leaving the junatiyou will see the turn to Campillos. Follow th@ad (384) and just before the town
there is a turn to the left signposted to the lakedales, etc. This road is flat for the firstndned metres or so and you will see the pool
on your left. Much as you will be tempted to stopl look, there can be some very fast traffic @rtad so carry on a very short way and
as the road begins to climb there is an old trposbably remains of the original road, on your.laf¥ith care, even with a “normal” car, it
is possible to leave the main road and park onttatk (most of it is still covered with the originroad surface so no worries about mud
and ruts). From this point, depending upon thedtion of the sun, you are directly overlooking pu®l and should get very close views
of Flamingo, Avocet, Black-winged Stilts and anythielse that has decided to drop in and feed. Yiould also be able to get nearer the
pool should you so wish. At the moment, | think thcal farmer may be growing cereal in the neighing field so walk parallel to the
main road.

When ready, return to the car and retrace youm@uback to the main Campillos — Antequera roachtaki right-turn towards the latter.
Within a very short distance you will see a turntbe right toward Estacién de Bobadilla. Followsthoad through the village then Bo-
badilla itself and so on back towards Antequerle fload comes out at a roundabout just below tbekECentre. A good chance to fill
up with petrol either here or at the little garageyour right as you meet the roundabout which géwseems to have the cheapest prices in
this area — but do not blame me if you pick the bokefpre they lower their prices!

If you have not already done so, then Antequenraels worth a visit. A really lovely old Spanishvia complete with castle, churches,
interesting shops and bars. Superb views frormint fof the castle, etc.

Happy birding
Bob the Birder

Just for a bit of fun | have created an “El Vals&&reensaver which is available from the websitiadgifollow the link from the “normal” ini-
tial page (not the one with the Summer Ball adveritp or go to the Download section and click ba tink.

The screensaver contains a number of images bdtie dbcal area and also from El Valle trips.
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