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IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM MIKE HICKMAN (WEB-MASTER) 

There have been a few occasions recently where members have ”unsubscribed” themselves 

from the emails which the asociación send out (including the monthly Newsletter notification).  

This is done when the email recipient clicks upon the SafeUnsubscribe link at the bottom of the 

email (as shown below), I cannot do it - only you the recipient can. 

 

I have been asked to re-subscribe members who have done this, but I cannot for the following 

reason:- 

“As a CAN-SPAM compliant service, Constant Contact cannot, under any circumstances, put a 

contact back on your list if they accidentally unsubscribed or if you moved them to the Do Not 

Mail list. The only way a contact can rejoin your list is by signing up again and confirming their 

subscription by responding to the email they receive after signing up.” 

Just in case you do unsubscribe for any reason and then think better of it I have included a new 

button on the El Valle 2010 Newsletter page of the website. It quite simply says “Join El Valle 

Email List” and when you click on it you will be taken to the Constant Contact website where 

you will be prompted to add your email address. Don’t worry, you are only signing up for El 

Valle emails, no-one else! Having entered your email address you will be asked which list you 

want to join (at present there is only one) and how you want to receive the emails. HTML is the 

normal standard. Next click on “Save Profile Changes” and the registration will complete.  

The system will then automatically send an email to that account to confirm registration. I will 

monitor the list and may contact you if I am in any doubt as to your identity.  

Thanks for your time. Mike Hickman  (El Valle Webmaster )  

 
A MESSAGE FROM DEREK & JENNY WOODHEAD. 
 
Early this month our daughter Fiona did a half marathon power walk in 
London to help raise monies for breast cancer research. It was entitled `Walk 
the Walk´ and thousands of people took part in the midnight `Moonwalk´ in 
their bra´s raising approximately 2 Million pounds. At our May meeting my 
wife Jenny circulated amongst our members asking for donations. Such was their generosity she 
collected 93€ on the night which I duly dispatched to Fiona´s fund. This helped her contribution 
to reach Twelve hundred pounds. She sends her heartfelt thanks to all our members who 
donated to this worthwhile cause. Many of us here have friends in Spain as well as England who 
have suffered or are suffering this dreadful disease, and let`s hope, with efforts like this, we can 
help save more lives. Even though this walk took part in London the impact it makes benefits 
people worldwide. 
 
Thanks to you all.  Derek & Jenny  
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR. 
At last, summer has arrived!!  After what seems to have been the wettest Spring since we moved 
to Spain the sun has decided it’s time to come out and play.  We have had our daughter staying 
with us for the past two weeks and no one was more delighted than we were when the wind 
died down and the sun came out to stay – there is nothing worse than having visitors when the 
weather doesn’t co-operate!! 
 
What an excellent night the Buddy Holly Night was, I didn’t know what to expect, but certainly 
not the really high standard of entertainment we enjoyed.  Our grateful thanks to the social 
committee both past and present for organising such a wonderful evening.  The fact that 
“Buddy” was given a standing ovation at the end of the evening speaks volumes for the quality 
of the night, including the food served by the Camping Restaurant. 
 
We can now look forward to a summer of many different events as outlined by the Social 
Committee, the first being the Ladies Pamper Day on the 6th followed by the Hog Roast on the 
27th of June, I look forward to seeing you there. 
 

SOCIAL CHAIR. by Linda Kemp 
Thanks to Trevor Huckwell for agreeing to re-join our social team, I’m looking forward to 
working with him again this year.  
 
Details of the September trip to Priego de Cordoba have now been finalised and all information 
is now on the events page. We’re still working on an event for October, but in November, we are 
trying to organise a firework display and supper at Las Mayoralas, information on this and the  
Christmas Ball will follow closer to the time. 
 
The Almoners have hit the ground running since their adoption onto the committee at the AGM, 
they have been in touch with several members who are either sick or undergoing medical 
treatment and with members who have had a recent bereavement. If you know of anyone that is 
sick or bereaved please contact the Almoners or any other committee member. 
 

-!9ȭ3 -%%4).' ./4%3Ȣ by Alan Impey & Doug Poplett 
Alan Impey, vice chair, opened the meeting at 7.35pm by welcoming the 41 members in 
attendance. He reminded those members that hadn’t renewed their membership that they 
needed to do so especially if they wanted to purchase cash box raffle tickets. He then handed 
over to Doug Poplett who on behalf of the social committee thanked those that attended the 
Buddy Holly evening for supporting the event (report on page 5). After giving an overall view of 
the forthcoming events and meetings noted in the current newsletter, he handed back to Alan 
who then introduced author and local historian David Baird the speaker for the evening.  
 
David, who has a particular interest in the Spanish Civil War and Spain’s involvement in WW11, 
opened by saying that unbeknown to us, the public, that we were almost certain to have been in 
the company of, or had dealings with, someone in the intelligence service. He then went on to 
speak about General Franco’s involvement in the Second World War and Spain’s supposed 
neutrality and of the activities of espionage agents of various nationalities, especially those that 
were active in Spain and North Africa during this time in history. 

 
Alan thanked David for his presentation and then turned to the matter of the 
cash box. Needless to say, it remained locked after five attempts to open it, the 
459€ rolling over to the meeting in June. 

 
Alan closed the meeting at 8.20pm 
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FORTHCOMING ASOCIACIÓN MEETINGS & SOCIAL EVENTS 
 
."ȡ !,, '2/50 ).&/2-!4)/. Ǫ 50$!4%3 !2% ./7 /. 4(% 2%,%6!.4 '2/50ȭ3 0!'%3Ȣ 
 

ASOCIACIÓN MEETINGS.  
 
  
  JUNE -Tuesday 1st @ 7 for 7.30pm ɀ Meeting.  

Followed by FLAMENCO & MODERN DANCING 
                         DEMONSTRATION 

 
  JULY - Tuesday 6th @7 for 7.30pm ɀ Meeting.  

Followed by a QUIZ COMPÉRED BY PETER GOREHAM  

 
  AUG - NO MEETING  
 
 

 
SOCIAL EVENTS.  
 
 
  JUNE ɀ Sunday 6th - LADIES PAMPER DAY  

35€ - includes - Lunch, one treatment and Cava  
From 12.30pm at The Hair and Beauty Studio, Puente Don Manuel (near Moreno’s)  
  

Sunday 27th - HOG ROAST (CHIRINGUITO ANTONIO)  
 Start 7.30pm - Music by Jack Jacobs  
ALL PLACES ARE NOW TAKEN (SOLD OUT)  
In the event that someone decides not to attend, there is a reserve list.  

 
  JULY ɀ Saturday 17th - MIJAS RACE NIGHT  

Members 9€ Guests 10€  
Coach leaving from Hotel Romero (now 5 Berturo) 7.30pm, 
leaves MIJAS at 1.30am.  
There are 55 coach places available on a first come, first served, 
basis.  
 

  AUG ɀ NO EVENTS  
 
  SEPT ɀ Friday 17th September - DAY TRIP TO PRIEGO de CORDOBA 

Members 12€ - Guests 14€ (55places available on a first come, first served basis) 
After free time and lunch, 3 hour guided tour in English. 
Leaving Hotel Romero (now 5 Berturo) 8.30am – leaves Priego de Cordoba 5.00pm 
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“Oh Boy”, an evening reminiscent of times past, with the 

hit songs of the late, great, Buddy Holly.  Tribute 

performer “Buddy” Walker in the role of Buddy Holly 

entertained us aged rockers and our guests at Camping 

Bar on Wednesday 28th April 2010.  

The evening commenced with “Buddy” singing songs from 

various artists of the era, Del Shannon, Elvis, Paul Anka, 

Everly Brothers and many others.  

During the interval we were fed and watered with a 

choice of a chicken or fish supper complete with wine. 

Part two and now dressed for the part, “Buddy” sang most 
of Holly’s hits, interjected with a brief history of his life 
and of course his tragic death at the age of 22. 
 
By the amount of applause and encores, everyone enjoyed 
his presentation of an artist that will “ÎÏÔ ÆÁÄÅ Á×ÁÙȱȢ 
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0(/4/ȭ '2/50 Led by Doug Poplett (650.019.947) editor.el-valle@hotmail.co.uk 
The group usually meet on the first Friday of the month at 2.30pm, Chiringuito Antonio. 

 

Congratulations to Werner Freidrichs for having his 
photo’ of Flamingos on El Embalse de La Viñuela 
accepted for print in the German versions of the Costa 
del Sol News and the SUR. 
 
The website is no longer showing the galleries of the 
group’s photo’s. For the immediate future I will post 
photo’s submitted on a “Picasa-web” for a limited 
period until we can find a suitable alternative. There 
will be a link to the page following each challenge.  
 
This month the group were challenged to photograph “Bridges”. The following photos, in order 
of preference, were voted the group’s 3 favourite images of the challenge.  

              1. Doug Poplett                                 2. Gary Miles                                       3. Susan Austin    
 
All “Bridge” gallery photo’s can be accessed via the following link. 
 
http://picasaweb.google.co.uk/fotoJade/BRIDGES?authkey=Gv1sRgCKzwzrm0t7GpQw 
 
Next month the challenge is to photograph anything, using a well known film, book, show or 
song title, for example, photo’s of, Casa Blanca, Blue Suede Shoes, The Mousetrap etc. 
 
We next meet on Friday 5th June, 2.30pm at Chiringuito Antonio, Puente Don Manuel.  
 
 
 
 

WANTED 
2 SEATER, QUAD-BIKE IN GOOD CONDITION, MINIMUM 500cc, 

CONTACT - Chris Pegman on 951167934 or 617974101. 
 
 

 
 
 

mailto:editor.el-valle@hotmail.co.uk
http://picasaweb.google.co.uk/fotoJade/BRIDGES?authkey=Gv1sRgCKzwzrm0t7GpQw
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10 PIN BOWLING Led by Peter (Pedro) & Christine Goreham 
The Group usually meet on the third Wednesday of the month at 6.30 for 7pm at 
Ȱ/:/.%ȱȟ %, ).'%.)/ #%.42%ȟ 4/22% $%, -!2 ɉÎÅÁÒ $ÕÎÎÅÓ 3ÔÏÒÅɊȢ 

 
 

On Wednesday 19th of May, eleven people turned up for 
our monthly bowling evening!!! What an improvement 
on last month; we even had five supporters to watch the 
games. 
As usual we divided the players into two teams of four 
and one of three, pity we didn’t have that one extra 
player. 
 
Team 1: Peter, John (a new member), Pedro and Louis.  
Team 2: Alan, Anne, Barry and Andy.  
Team 3: Doug, Jan and Richard. 
To balance the team scores we added a third of team 3´s score to make up the extra player. 
 
In the first game team 2 romped ahead, helped by scores of 156 from Alan and 132 from Andy. 
Despite a good score of 143 from Peter, team 1 lagged behind by nearly forty points. Team 3 
were a further twenty behind despite a magnificent four strikes by Jan. 
 
In the second game team 1 pulled back the deficit and more to lead by over sixty. Peter’s score 
of 178 (the highest of the evening) helped a little. Team 3 still trailed by twenty points, but to 
team 2 this time. 
 
In the last game team 1 improved its lead to over seventy, to take the team prize and the 
congratulations of the other players. 
 
The evening turned out to be good for some and not the usual quality from others. Louis, Anne, 
Barry and Doug had averages of well over one hundred. Whilst poor old Barry had his “worst 
ever three games”, Richard topped the evenings strike rate with nine, which included two sets of 
three strikes on the run (turkeys). Peter was back to his old form and took the prize for the 
highest overall score for the evening. Despite her six strikes, Jan “won” the wooden spoon. 
 
Because of a clash with another event, bowling next month will be brought forward a 
week early, to Wednesday 14th June, at the usual time of 6.30 for 7pm at ȰOzoneȱ Bowling, 
El Ingenio.  
 
Hope to see you there, Pedro. 
 
 
 
 

FOR SALE 
 

Large tough blue fabric travel/sports bag, wheels & retractable handle. 

32" long x 15" wide x 17" deep (81cm x 38cm x 43cm) 

used twice, now redundant, ú47.50. 

Contact Ron Bowles or Eunice Roberts, 608054959 or 635801773  

Alcaucin Area 
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WALKING GROUP 
Walks take place on the second Thursday of the month. 

Start points and times differ; they are published here, in advance of the walk taking place. 

 
 
Thursday 13th May 2010 saw the walking section meeting in Espino at 11am for the monthly 
walk, routed and led by Maureen and Alan Impey.  
 
There were eighteen people present for the walk which started off on time, heading north on a 
wide track in the direction of the Zafarraya pass. The route turned off the track onto a mountain 
path and continued in the same direction climbing steadily until the path met with a track from 
the right. This we followed all the way to the pass. From the pass we turned left and headed 
south taking us deep into the valley, eventually turning to climb back up to Espino and the 
waiting cars. 
 
The weather was kind to us and the walk comfortable. 
 
We then adjourned to the Restaurante Fuente la Peña on the A402 Puente Don Manuel to 
Zafarraya road for an enjoyable menu del dia. Twenty two were seated for the meal as we were 
joined by husbands and wives of some of the walkers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Report and photo by Alan Impey 
 

NB: SUMMER WALKS WILL NOW START IN THE EVENING, DUE TO DAYTIME TEMPERATURES. 

 

JUNE - Thursday 10th – 6pm start – walk to be routed by Peter & Christine Goreham. 
               Start at the petrol station on the coast road (N340a) between Benajarafe and Chilches 
               (park on the beach side of road, crossing the road via the petrol station). 
 

JULY - Thursday 8th - -  7pm start – walk to be routed by Terry & Jane Frost.  
 
SEPT- Thursday 11th – 7pm start – walk to be routed by Yvonne James & Jane Harris 

 



8 
 

BIRDING NEWS - Part of the Axarquia Bird Group - http://birdingaxarquia.blogspot.com 
 
After all these years of trying to see regular sightings of that most glamorous of summer visitors, 
the Golden Oriole (previously the odd distant sighting in seven years), this month has really 
turned up trumps.  A three-day visit to Extradamura at the end of April set the proverbial ball in 
motion with lots of birds about, only to be identified by their song and calls. Every Saturday in 
May has seen me in the mountains to the north of Comares whilst Jenny visited her 
acupuncturist and, whilst she was literally pinned up and down the body, I was able to watch 
those lovely golden birds with their black wings and red bills (see photographs). 
 
At first it was a question of listening to the song and trying 
to find the individual birds but, gradually, I began to see 
more and more distant movements.  Given that the bird is so 
vividly coloured and the size of a Starling, you would expect 
the opposite.  However, for most of the day they are to be 
found in the canopies of deciduous trees, mainly Eucalyptus, 
where they completely blend into the pale green and yellow 
foliage.  Anyway, after three weeks of only fleeting sightings, 
today I took the camera with the hope that I might, just 
might get a lucky shot as the birds moved from tree to tree.  (The birds feed mainly on berries 
and insects.) 
 
Today was the best day yet; lots of views of birds and more exposed than before.  My photos 
were taken at a distance of at least 100 metres so, given the way the birds shelter in the canopy, 
I felt I was lucky to achieve what I did.  In addition to these birds in the mountains north of 
Comares, during the past month we have even had singing 
Golden Orioles below us on our mountain and a visit to the 
gorge at Alhama last week also produced more Oriole 
singing and the odd sighting.  Nearer to home, probably the 
best local place to maybe see Golden Orioles is amid the 
small spinneys opposite the petrol station between Puente 
don Manuel and the Vinuela boundary.  Be patient and 
listen for the “strange” short song that seem to warble up 
from the throat. 
 
What else has been about this month?  Certainly there are many Nightingales to be heard and 
Turtle Doves are about in good numbers.  Feeding over the hills are good numbers of both Barn 
and Red-Rumped Swallows in addition to our House Martins and whilst most of the Swifts are of 
the “Common” variety, there are also regular sightings of both Pallid and the larger white 
chested Alpine Swift. 
 
For those who wish to go further afield, there are still probably on excess of 30,000 Flamingos at 
Fuente de Piedra and it promises to be a great breeding season if the water levels hold up.  
Similarly, take a trip up the mountain road to Ventas de Zafarray, turn left immediately under 
the old railway bridge and park at the new parking/picnic area on the old railway line.  Leave 
your car and walk up to the old tunnel and back and, under normal circumstances, you will 
probably record at least ten species including Chough, Black Wheatear, Black Redstart, Blue 
Rock Thrush, Crag Martin, both Swallows, all three Swifts, Stonechat, Rock Bunting and a 
selection of finches and sparrows. 
 
For further news on the present birding situation in the area, then pay a visit to the blog site at 
http//:birdingaxarquia.blogspot.com,  
Happy birding, Bob Wright 

http://birdingaxarquia.blogspot.com/
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COME DANCING FOR CUDECA an article by John Munns 

NB: This is not an El Valle Asociación event; it is an article for information purposes only. 
 
There is no shortage of disco style entertainment in  
the area, but if you want somewhere to waltz while 
Tom Jones serenades you, where you can dine and 
dance, listen to those old favourites without being 
deafened and put your arm round someone else's 
partner without an eyebrow being raised, where can 
you go? You've more chance of finding silent movies. 
 
“Come Dancing for Cudeca” fills the bill.  It is a monthly 
dinner dance to provide ballroom style dancing, 
supervised by Sue and Mike Watkins with Joyce and 
John Munns. This is nothing like “Strictly Come 
Dancing”, some of the regulars have two left feet.  They 
like the “Old-Thyme” type of dance where everyone 
does the same steps, so Mike, who plays the music, 
makes sure they are kept busy, between ballroom and 
Latin-American dances. Everyone seems to like these 
dances, as the floor is always full. 
 
Lots of other people help to run these 
Saturday evening events.  George Bain calls 
for the two Scottish reels, trying to sort out 
the mess some people get into.  Sheila and 
Ray Kitchen demonstrate the fun 
sequences, Owen and Anita introduce the 
salsa, and others generously help from 
time to time. 
 
There is a raffle for Cudeca which has 
raised over 3,000€ in two years of dancing, 
thanks to the generosity of the dancers 
who buy the tickets and provide the prizes.  
The "Gang of Four", Sue, Mike, Joyce and 
John really appreciate and are proud of the 
fund-raising.   
Equally we are determined to put on a meal and a dance at an affordable price, currently 10€. 
 
 

FUTURE 2010 DINNER DANCE DATES HELD AT EL TRAPICHE RESTAURANTE FROM 7pm. 
 

¶ 19th June 
¶ There are no dance dates for July and August. 
¶ 18th September 
¶ 23rd October 
¶ 20th November 
¶ Cudeca Christmas Dance – 11th December 

 
For further information, contact Joyce Munns: 616046713 or Mike Watkins: 952510189 

email: jjmunns@gmail.com 

mailto:jjmunns@gmail.com
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NEWSBITES an article by Jenny Wright. 
 
 During a trip to Alhama de Granada with Bob just recently I decided to try and identify several 
wild flowers.  My list reached 76 species with several not identified which I found really 
surprising, although I realize this year is very good for plants in general.  I realized too late that I 
had no camera with me and it would have made the job easier if I had photographed each 
species. 
 
I am trying to clear some of the grass/weed on our land as it is so tall and quite a potential fire 
hazard as people can be careless with cigarettes.  I have a ridge of poppies as a result of leaving 
a few last year, but they do look attractive and will soon die back as we are now having higher 
temperatures and wind which dries everything up.   As a result of the wind, I am not enjoying 
the pool as much as I might – it feels so cold when you get out o f the water!  Hopefully the wind 
will drop before the grandchildren arrive next weekend so that I can enjoy going in and out of 
the water with them. 
 

FHT Axarquia Therapists Support Group. 
 
The next meeting of this group will be on Wednesday June 16th at Camping Bar Restaurant, La 
Viñuela, at 7.30pm when Linda Jarrett will do a presentation on Hot Stone Therapy followed by 
some ‘hands on’ work.  Linda also practices Sports Massage, Swedish and Indian Head Massage 
and Reflexology under the name of Bodytec.com. in the Venta Baja area.   If one of you has a 
portable bed that is easy to bring along, please let me know in advance.  If you are interested in 
therapies you are welcome to join us. Further information can be obtained from 
jennywright04@gmail.com or by telephone: 951.321.613 or 680.500.073.  Our last meeting on 
Sounds of Healing was interesting and we heard about the use of Tibetan bowls and cymbals 
and how resonance of sound can affect the cells of the body.  We also heard about a Retreat that 
a member had been on, fascinating!   
 
One of our members has now started a site: www.cancernaturalsupport.com  and has organised 
meetings to start from June 3rd at Caletta Church Hall, 7 – 9pm for anyone that has cancer.  Her 
idea is to offer a short information talk each week and give people the opportunity to find out 
more about helping themselves or dealing with problems that might arise.  Further information 
can be obtained by telephone: 626.046.238 or 630.792.368 or by email: 
energymountain@hotmail.co.uk.  Information about diet and nutrition  and other cancer related 
items can be found on Linda’s blogspot: http://cancer2resolution.blogspot.com 
 
 

PASSPORT APPLICATION 0(/4/ȭ3 
Many of you may not be aware, that passport officials in the UK do not recognise passport 

photographs with a white background anymore; yes the British bureaucrats are at it again, 

unbelievable. Passport photo’s now have to have a LIGHT GREY background, otherwise all new 

applications will be returned for correction. One member with this dilemma searched high and 

low for a booth or photographer able to take photo’s with the correct background;  eventually 

finding one in the area that was able to oblige, namely,  

arte Studio (C/ Playa Marina)adjacent to SUPER SOL, Torre del Mar. 

DON’T FORGET ALL APPLICATIONS MADE IN SPAIN MUST BE VIA THE EMBASSY IN MADRID, 
NOT THE CONSULATE IN MÁLAGA 

 
NB: The Spanish authorities require a WHITE background for all of their documents. 

mailto:Jennywright04@gmail.com
http://www.cancernaturalsupport.com/
mailto:energymountain@hotmail.co.uk
http://cancer2resolution.blogspot.com/
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El-Valle Asociación de 
Propietarios has over 200 
members throughout La 
Axarquia. That is a large 
prospective customer base to 
advertise in, if you run, or 
know someone who runs a 
business in the area. 
 
If you are interested in 
advertising in the monthly 
newsletter, please contact the 
secretary, Stewart Common on 
647.076.177, he will advise 
you on the inexpensive 
options available. 
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FOR SALE 
 

ROWENTA - OR270 OIL FILLED RADIATOR 
2kw ɀ 3 HEAT SETTINGS WITH THERMOSTAT 

VERY GOOD CONDITION 
 
                                          
 
 

 
 
    

BELNEA 1925 S1W - FLAT SCREEN 
COMPUTER MONITOR ɀ SELDOM USED 

τπΌ or near offer. 
 
 

CONTACT 
Eddie or Linda Kemp 

951167088 or lindakemp1959@gmail.com  

 
 

mailto:lindakemp1959@gmail.com
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TRAFFIC LAW IN SPAIN 
New measures come into force on May 25 (according to the Typically Spanish web site). 
 
Spain’s new traffic law comes into effect on May 25th, after being approved at the end of last 
year, and on Monday the Minister for the Interior, Alfredo Pérez Rubalcaba, warned that life will 
be much more complicated for those drivers who do not pay their fines. Some parts of the 
Spanish media are referring to the new law as the ‘Express Fine Law’. 
 
Rubalcaba said the new law was easier and simpler and more just than before and he talked of 
the discounts available for prompt payment several times. He said the plan was to reduce the 
time between the infraction and the payment of the fine, which is now between five months and 
two years, and to reach the 25% of drivers who have not been paying their fines by using 
longwinded administrative tricks. 
 
If you pay your fine within 15 days you can get a 50% discount, provided you undertake to 
make no appeal. The main points of the new law are as follows. 
 
1- The withdrawal of the driver’s licence, which currently takes place in serious and very 
serious infractions, will be cancelled. Under the old law some 100,000 licences were withdrawn 
every year. 
2- The amount charged in fines will be made the same across the country, with a very serious 
infraction priced at 500 €, a serious infraction priced at 200 €, and the least serious infraction 
priced at 100 €. 
3- Prison sentences will expire after four years has passed, and all the money collected in fines 
will be ring-fenced to be spent on road safety. 
4- The number of offences which result in points being taken from a drivers licence is reduced 
from 27 to 20 as experience has shown that it makes no sense to have so many ways to lose 
points. 
 
4ÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ ÎÅ× ÆÉÎÅÓ ÕÎÄÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ× ÌÁ×ȣ 
 
1- Programming the GPS while driving will lose you points and is considered a serious fine 
2- Having an unreadable number plate will not lose any points but is a serious fine 
3- Parking in spaces reserved for disabled drivers will also be a serious fine 
4- Allowing a person without a licence to drive your vehicle will not lose points but is a serious 
fine 
5- For driving without lights and reflective elements in bicycles is the lowest fine and loses no 
points. 
 
The Interior Minister said that the Guardia Civil will not impound the bikes of cyclists who don’t 
wear a helmet in town. 
 
Although the new law comes into effect on May 25 the new computer systems which will handle 
the fines will not be operational until November 25. From that date onwards you will be able to 
be informed of your fine by email or SMS message, and instead of being published in the 
provincial bulletins the fines will be published instead on a webpage. 
 
This is the third revision of the Ley de Tráfico approved by the Zapatero Government, and 
Rubalcaba said there will be no more changes. The Ministry of the Interior is to send a letter to 
the 25 million Spanish drivers to inform them of the changes with a leaflet which contains the 
main details. 
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FAMILY LAW: MARRIAGE CRISIS / ECONOMIC CRISIS  
By Reyes Gomez Llorente-  Lawyer with De Cotta McKenna y Santafé 
 
When a marriage ends, it has a number of effects on the lives of the entire family. Firstly, there is the 
effect on relationships; the physical separation of couple, and if they are parents with children, this 
will mean that the children will be deprived of living with one of the parents, who will only be 
granted visitation rights.  Secondly, all marital breakdowns affect the household economy 
negatively.  
 
From the moment the parents live apart, there is a need for new housing for one of the parents that 
no longer has access to the family home. In addition, in most cases, maintenance must be paid to 
the parent caring for the child. This means that in most cases (excluding the minority of families that 
have more than one dwelling, and a high income) the separated couple can face serious financial 
hardship, especially the parent paying maintenance for the child or children. 
 
It is normal that the family home, which usually belongs to both spouses, has a mortgage. Following 
separation or divorce, the use of this family residence is normally awarded to one parent, whilst 
common ownership is maintained, pending a settlement of the entire estate of the couple. Until 
there is such a settlement, both parents are obliged to share the joint expenses.  So in short, unless a 
judge orders otherwise, both spouses would be required to pay the mortgage.  It is a very common 
situation as a result of marital breakdown, one parent (mostly the husband), is in the position of 
having to procure a home and pay for it, pay a pension to the children and also help pay the 
mortgage on the family home.  
 
Without wanting to discuss at this time the justice or injustice of these types of situations, the truth 
is that it is a widespread reality, and a consequence of the legal system, that means that marital 
breakdowns can lead to economic problems for the separated couple. The judge is attempting to 
protect the best interests of children whilst dealing with the complexities of a shared estate.  
 
It is advisable that joint assets such as the family home, should be sold and liquidated as soon as the 
couple divorce, as then the situation can be dealt with more equally with the couple and also this 
can minimise the economic impact of only one parent having access to the family home, (normally 
the mother) and the other parent having greater disposable income (usually the father). The courts 
will try and balance these issues when considering the maintenance payable for the children. 
Although traditionally, the family home would not be sold if the children were under age, nowadays, 
it is more common for the courts to encourage the parents to liquidate assets as soon as possible, 
unless otherwise agreed between the parties. This is a more practical and fair solution and can 
reduce the economic impact of divorce.  Yet the reality is, it is very difficult to sell a home at the 
moment and many couples are being forced to carry the additional burden of a family home and a 
secondary home. 
 

If you wish more information on this particular topic or would like to discuss any matter raised 
therein, contact Rob Westwater or Reyes Gomez Llorente, De Cotta McKenna y Santafe, on 952 527 
014. Offices in Mijas Costa, Coín, Nerja, Granada and Tenerife. 
 

De Cotta McKenna y Santafé 
Calle Diputación, 6-2º-A 

29780 Nerja, Málaga, España 
Tel.: (+34) 952 52 70 14 Fax: (+34) 952 52 34 28 

Email: robwestwater@decottalaw.net  website: www.decottalaw.com 
 

mailto:mylesjackson@decottalaw.net
../../AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/6RDOHOHQ/www.decottalaw.com
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    PENSION BENEFIT AND HEALTHCARE TEAM 

 

 
PROBLEMS WITH YOUR POST? 
  
Those of you who have lived in Spain for a number of years may have experienced problems in 
receiving your post at one time or another and blamed it on Correos.  
However, before jumping to this conclusion, it is important to remember that due to re-
development in certain areas, some addresses are changing or have changed already, whether it 
be the house number or street name. As the Department for Work and Pensions and 
Department of Health may need to contact you from time to time, make sure you know your 
correct address and update the UK authorities accordingly.  
 
WHAT IS EMPLOYMENT SUPPORT ALLOWANCE (ESA)?  
 
ESA is a UK benefit for people who cannot work due to illness or disability. It was introduced in 
October 2008 to replace incapacity benefit for new applicants.  
The focus of ESA is different to that of incapacity benefit. Rather than looking at what a person 
cannot do, the emphasis is on providing support to help the customer back into appropriate 
work, if they are able. ESA involves a medical assessment called a Work Capability Assessment 
which looks at what the person can do and the personalised support they require.  
If you suffer from an illness or disability that affects your ability to work, and you have worked 
in the UK in the last 3 years, you may be entitled to ESA. Contact the International Pension 
Centre on 0044 191.218.7122 for details on how to apply.  
However, if you last worked in Spain, you could be entitled to Spanish benefit. Apply at your 
local INSS office (www.seg-social.es ) making sure you include all periods of work in the UK on 
your application form 
  
EHIC (HEALTH CARD) UPDATE  
 
There has been some confusion around the new process for 
applying for the EHIC and the nature of its use. Please be assured 
that, if you are registered for healthcare as stated above, you are 
now entitled to the UK-issued card and do not need to return it t o 
the Department of Health. Also remember that this card is only for 
use when you are on a temporary visit outside your country of 
residence and is not for use in Spain. Your normal medical cover in Spain is not affected in any 
way.  
If you are experiencing problems in getting your UK-issued EHIC, please contact the Overseas 
Healthcare Team on 0044. 191.218.1999  
Those of you who are resident in Spain and registered for healthcare under an E121 or E109 
form, and your dependants, should now be aware that as from 1st May you apply to the UK for 
your European Health Insurance Card, rather than to Spain. 
  

GOOD NEWS STORY! 
  
A customer contacted PBHT as she was thinking of returning to live in the UK after 19 years in 
Spain and needed advice. The team were able to answer her healthcare and benefit queries and 
signpost her to the ‘Returning to the UK’ factsheet on the website. The customer thanked the 
team for clarifying her situation. 
 
 

http://www.seg-social.es/
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THE ANDALUCÍA JUNTA SESENTAYCINCO CARD. 
 
USEFUL INFORMATION FOR LEGION MEMBERS AND 
BENEFICIARIES AND ALL THOSE OVER THE AGE OF 65 IN 
ANDALUCIA:  
 

 

HOW DO I APPLY FOR THE CARD?  
By Internet or By Post  
You can collect the application form from the local Town Hall, Social Services Office or Day Centre, or 
download from the internet www.juntadeandalucia.es/fundaciondeserviciossociales   
Once you have completed the form send it to: 
  

CONSEJERIA PARA LA IGUALDAD Y BIENESTAR SOCIAL 
APTO.CORREOS 1.130 

41080-SEVILLA. 
 

For any welfare enquiries relating to Legion beneficiaries please contact: 
Donna Wilson, Country Welfare Officer – dmwilson@britishlegion.org.uk 

 

BENEFITS OF THE CARD INCLUDE:  
 
¶ Between 40% & 100% discount on the Andalucian Telecare Service.  
¶ 50% discount on long distance bus journeys in Andalusia.  
¶ 30 to 55% discount on the purchase of spectacles.  
¶ Reduction on the purchase of hearing aids.  
¶ Multiple discounts in hotels, cinemas, sporting events, monuments & theme parks.  
¶ Access to the legal guidance service – totally free-get information in the Andalucian Regional 
        Government Day Centre closet to your home.  
¶ Large discounts on the Day Care or family respite service.  
¶ Access to the Canteen Service in Andalucian Regional Day Centres-at 50% of the set meal price 
       (only Gold)  
¶ Grants for the functional adaptation of your home- request information at the Regional Ministry 

of Public Works & Transport closest to your home.  
 
This card is available free of charge to those aged 65 and over who are registered on the Padron - 
and is provided by the Junta de Andalucía through the Andalucian Social Services Foundation.  
 
 
THERE ARE TWO TYPES OF CARD: 
  
THE GREEN CARD available to anyone 65 years or 
older living in any municipality of Andalucía.  
 
THE GOLD CARD available to those 65 years or older 
whose personal income does not exceed 75% of the 
minimum wage.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.juntadeandalucia.es/fundaciondeserviciossociales
mailto:dmwilson@britishlegion.org.uk
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BRITISH CONSULATE SPRING GARDEN PARTY IN AID OF AGE 
CONCERN ESPAÑA 
  
On 27 May the British Consulate will hold a Spring Garden Party 
at the Castillo Sohail in Fuengirola. The evening event is in aid of 
Age Concern España, who hope to raise enough funds to provide  

                                            training for 60 volunteers. 
  
The party will take place between 6pm and 9pm and promises to be a fun event for all ages. As 
well as enjoying musical performances, attendees will have the chance to win impressive prizes 
in a raffle draw. British Ambassador to Spain, Giles Paxman and the British Consul to Malaga, 
Steve Jones, and various local public figures will also be present. 
  
The event is being held to celebrate the ongoing British Consulate/Age Concern Partnership 
Project and to raise essential funds for the charity. Volunteer caseworkers for Age Concern 
España offer assistance to over 15,000 British Nationals over the age of 50 living in Spain. The 
role of volunteers can range from advising on benefit entitlements to arranging activities for the 
socially isolated. Sarah Rogers, casework manager, says: “Volunteers need ongoing training to 
ensure they offer a really beneficial service to elderly people. Kind contributions from the public 
make this possible. At this event, we will be having fun at the same time as making a real 
difference.” 
  
All proceeds from entrance and raffle ticket donations will directly benefit Age Concern 
España’s caseworker project in Spain. If you would like to buy a ticket for the Garden Party 
please contact Bookworld, España or Euroweekly News on 952.561.245. 
  
If you have other queries about the event, or if you would like to donate a raffle prize, contact 
Sarah Rogers, Country Casework Manager for the British Consulate/Age Concern Partnership 
Project, on 917.146.439 or 606.522.915. 
 
If you cannot come to the event then you can still make a difference by making a donation at 
www.acespana.org  We would like to thank our main sponsors Euro Weekly News, as well as 
those companies who have donated funds and prizes to the cause.  
 
NB: THIS EVENT WAS CIRCULATED VIA THE EL VALLE INTERNET MAILING LIST (12th May) 
        DUE TO THE EVENT BEING EARLIER THAN THE PUBLICATION OF THIS NEWSLETTER. 
 
The information provided in the PHBT publication is given in good faith. At the time of publication, all efforts have been made to 
ensure that the information provided is accurate. The contributors of this document accept no liability for the content of this 
publication, or for the consequences of any actions taken on the basis of the information provided. 
 

 

BEWARE!!                    
 
 

        TRAFICO ARE WATCHING YOU. 
Be very aware that Trafico are using a helicopter to photograph motorists breaking traffic 
laws.  An El Valle member has been photographed in this way, allegedly crossing a single white 
line on the N340 coast road and has been fined 90€uros by post.  
 
 

http://www.acespana.org/
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EL VALLE ASOCIACIÓN COMMITTEE 2010 
 

CHAIR - SUSAN JONES – 951.238.584 
 

VICE CHAIR - ALAN IMPEY – 951.167.476 
 

TREASURER - TERRY FROST – 697.569.141 
 

SECRETARY - STEWART COMMON – 647.076.177 
 
SOCIAL CHAIR – LINDA KEMP – 951.167.088 
 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR - DOUG POPLETT - 650.019.947 editor.el-valle@hotmail.co.uk  
 

SOCIAL  SUB-COMMITTEE 
 

¶ SOCIAL SUB-COMMITTEE MEMBER - EDDIE KEMP. – 951.167.088 
 
¶ SOCIAL SUB-COMMITTEE MEMBER - ELAINE EDWARDS. – 647.076.177 

 
¶ SOCIAL SUB-COMMITTEE MEMBER – LYNDSEY PADLEY – 951.238.582 

¶ SOCIAL SUB-COMMITTEE MEMBER – JANE FROST - 697.569.141 
 
¶ SOCIAL SUB-COMMITTEE MEMBER – TREVOR HUCKWELL – 662.145.494 

 
 

ALMONERS – CHRISTINE GOREHAM 952.515.294 - pcgoreham@hotmail.com 
 
              JACKIE POPLETT 686.486.734 – jackiegodfreyspain@msn.com  
 

 
A representative of the committee is usually on duty between 11am ɀ 12.30pm at  

BAR CASABLANCA during Friday Market - Chiringuito Antonio. 
 
 

El-Valle Asociación de Propietarios 
Meet at 7pm on the first Tuesday of each month with the exception of August, 

at ñCamping Barò by Lake Vi¶uela (km 31/32 A356) 

 

WEBSITE - www.el-valle.org 
        
 

ASOCIACIÓN MOBILE PHONE. 676.641.577 
 

NB: THE ASOCIACIÓN MOBILE IS ONLY IN USE DURING TRIPS OR EVENTS, 

PLEASE USE THE NUMBERS AT THE TOP OF THE PAGE TO CONTACT A COMMITTEE MEMBER.  

 

mailto:editor.el-valle@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:pcgoreham@hotmail.com
mailto:jackiegodfreyspain@msn.com
http://www.el-valle.org/

